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“All New and Strange”: Hemingway’s The Garden of Eden

2026 Ernest Hemingway Seminar

The Community Library, Ketchum, Idaho

The 2026 seminar invites readers into the lush, provocative world of The Garden of Eden—one of
Hemingway’s last posthumously published books—and the story’s bold explorations of identity, desire,
and artistic creation.

Events will be held in the Library’s John A. and Carole O. Moran Lecture Hall (*unless otherwise
indicated)

Thursday, September 10

5:00-6:00 p.m.
*Library Foyer/Spin’s Courtyard

6:00-6:15 p.m.
by Jenny Emery Davidson, The Community Library’s executive director, and
Martha Williams, director of programs and education

6:15-7:30 p.m.

by Dr. Carl Eby

After a brief introduction to The Garden of Eden, its important ties to Ketchum,
and its importance to Hemingway studies, this presentation will explore fashion -
a major theme in The Garden of Eden - as a tool to historicize the novel, both in
terms of the 1927 of its action and the 1958/59 of its composition. Fashion also
offers us a crucial window into the erotic world of the Bournes and will help us to
explore Hemingway's personal construction and expression of gender and
sexuality.



Friday, September 11

9:45 a.m.

10:00-10:15 a.m.

10:15 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

12:30-2:00 p.m.

2:00-3:15 p.m.

3:15-3:45 p.m.

by Martha Williams

by Dr. Mac Test, Boise State University

Gender bending is a common trope in Western literature, from Ovid to
Shakespeare to Hemingway. What forms does gender bending take in literature?
What are its many meanings? How does The Garden of Eden fit in with the
tradition of such literature?

by Dr. Stacey Guill, Boise State University

Through three short stories by Ernest Hemingway—"Up in Michigan" (1923),
"Hills Like White Elephants"(1927), and "The Sea Change" (1933)—this
presentation traces his exploration of women's agency, desire, and identity.
Read together, these compact narratives chart an increasingly complex
treatment of these concerns, culminating in The Garden of Eden.

by Dr. Marc K. Dudley

Hemingway’s The Garden of Eden has long been touted for its revolutionary
treatment of gender and sexuality, even in 1986, its (posthumous) publication
year. But, especially given the time of its creation, Hemingway'’s dark little novel
is equally radical in its engagements with race. And the novel is certainly not an
anomaly. Moreover, in that novel, as he did in so many of his works, long and
short, Hemingway demonstrated a complicated, sometimes, nuanced
understanding of race in America, an understanding certainly worthy of
conversation by a twenty-first century audience.

by Jenny Emery Davidson and Mary Tyson, director of The Community Library’s
Jeanne Rodger Lane Center for Regional History

The Library's new exhibit at the Wood River Museum of History + Culture
features Hemingway in World War Il. Words in War features stories of
Hemingway as well as Chief Army Librarian Ray Trautman and other writers and
readers to explore how words mattered and how books were a contested terrain
for freedom in WWII. Mary and Jenny will delve into the stories behind some of
the artifacts which are being displayed for the very first time.



4:00-6:00 p.m.

*Wood River Museum of History and Culture
Come explore our new Hemingway Gallery exhibit: Words in War.

Saturday, September 12

9:45 a.m.
10:00-10:15 a.m.

10:15-11:00 a.m.

11:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

12:30-2:00 p.m.

2:00-2:30 p.m.

2:30-3:45p.m.

3:45-4:00 p.m.

4:00-6:00 p.m.

by Kira Compton

The Garden of Eden underwent a rather laborious posthumous edit at Scribner’s,
losing well over 100,000 words from the original manuscript. While Hemingway
was a notorious reviser, there's one major difference with The Garden of Eden:
all major edits were made after his passing. Together, we will explore the
various versions of Hemingway's manuscript, as well as exploring the broader
ethical and artistic considerations around editing another’s work.

Small group discussions on The Garden of Eden. All groups return to Lecture Hall
at 12:15 to share thoughts.

Led by Jenny Emery Davidson, Mac Test, Stacey Guill, and BSU MFA Students.

by Jenny Emery Davidson and Mary Tyson

Library staff members will share objects from the Hemingway House that
illuminate Mary's story, and her relationship to Idaho, in unique ways - from a
hunting jacket, to a designer dress, to a cookbook, and more.

by Timothy Christian

Before she was Ernest Hemingway's wife and widow, Mary Welsh was one of the
ablest American war correspondents in London, filing from Munich, covering the
Blitz, and reporting from Paris on the liberation of Europe. In this presentation,
Timothy Christian follows her from Fleet Street and Time to Cuba’s Finca Vigia,
through the African safari behind The Garden of Eden, and to their Ketchum
home, where her twenty-five years as guardian of Hemingway's legacy began.

*Betty Olson Carr Reading Room & Hemingway Veranda



PRESENTERS

graduated as a Commonwealth Scholar from King’s College, Cambridge. He served as
a law professor and Dean at the Faculty of Law at the University of Alberta and a visiting professor in
Japan and Taiwan.

is a current Ph.D. student at the University of Southern Mississippi Center for Writers,
where she serves as associate editor of the Mississippi Review. She received her MFA in Fiction from
Boise State University.

is the executive director of The Community Library. She holds a Ph.D. in
American Studies, and she previously taught English at the College of Southern Idaho.

is Professor of English and Africana Studies at North Carolina State University, where he
specializes in twentieth-century American literature. He is the author of Hemingway, Race and Art:
Bloodlines and the Color Line and the editor of the Norton Critical Edition of Hemingway's A Farewell to
Arms.

is Professor of English at Appalachian State University. His publications include Hemingway’s
Fetishism, Hemingway'’s Spain, and Reading Hemingway's The Garden of Eden. He served as president of
the Hemingway Society from 2019 to 2025.

holds a Ph.D. in Literature and Criticism from Indiana University of Pennsylvania, where she
wrote her dissertation, Hemingway and The Spanish Earth: Art, Politics, and War. She teaches
Hemingway seminars for the Osher Institute at Boise State University.

is Professor and Chair of the Theater, Film and Creative Writing department at Boise
State University. He is a scholar, creative writer, and translator of Spanish and the author of three books
of translated poetry, a book of poetry, and two scholarly books.

is the director of the Jeanne Rodger Lane Center for Regional History at The Community
Library. She holds an MFA from Columbia University and a master’s degree in library science from
Queens College in New York.

is the director of programs and education at The Community Library. She holds a BA in
English from Vanderbilt University and a Master of Liberal Arts from Johns Hopkins University.



